Laboratory Class 
April 18, 2008          Phonetics 306

Name ___________________                                                
1. Audio File:  Today, go to our Oncourse page and then to Resources. Find the directory Lab April 18, then RightClick on any audio files.  Choose Save-Link-Target-as... and then drop the file on your Desktop.
2. Program:  Now go to the Start button, then Programs, then Departmentally-Sponsored Software, then Linguistics, then open Wavesurfer.  On File menu, click Open and find .wav file.

3. Wavesurfer will open the file and display the waveform.  A ChooseConfiguration box will come up.  Click on Spectrogram, or whatever.
4. Now drag the right or left edge to widen the window as much as you can.  

5. Select a portion of the sentence for transcription and transcribe

6. Two Function keys are very useful: F2 plays the whole file and F3 plays only what you select.
Go to the Haskins Labs web page. 

1. See what they do there, the range of research.  A famous research lab.
2. Find their Features and Demos page. Listen to

the Pattern Playback, the first electronic speech synthesizer. Find the 4 demo sentences.  Whenever possible, listen before you read or hear what the text is. The difference between knowing and not knowing the text in advance is huge for any variety of synthetic speech

3. Find the Sine Wave Synthesis page, read it and listen to Tone Combinations and Replication.  
4. Write a short essay (on this page and the back) of about 20-50 words explaining why this undermines any attempt to recognize speech using static spectral shapes for each linguistic segment.  One traditional view is that, eg, vowels, can be defined by some static (ie, unchanging) spectral slice based on real vowels, and that many consonants can as well.
