Units of composition




Form and Meaning

® Linguistics is about abstract levels mediating Forms and Meanings.




An utterance

® An utterance associates a Form with a Meaning.
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Generalization (productivity):
comprehension

e Novel utterances can be comprehended.




Generalization (productivity):
production

e Novel utterances can be produced.
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The generalization problem

® How can speakers produce utterances they’ ve never
- heard or sald befre?
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Composition 1

e Forms and Meanings have parts and relations between the parts.




Composition 1

e Composition associates Form and Meaning parts and relations.
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Composition 2

® Linguistic generalizations abstract over parts and relations.




Composition 2

e Linguistic knowledge is about associations between abstracted parts and
relations.




Composition 3

e Form parts (like verbs) can be about Meaning relations and can have
associated Form slots.
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Units of composition

e Segmentation and aggregation

e What units should do
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Units of composition

e Segmentation and aggregation

e What units should do
= Each potential unit is a category W|th Fand M parts
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Units of composition

e Segmentation and aggregation

e What units should do
= Each potential unit is a category with F and M parts.
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Units of composition

e Segmentation and aggregation
e What units should do

= Each potential unit is a category with F and M parts.
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Units of composition

e Segmentation and aggregation

e What units should do
= Each potential unit is a category with F and M parts.
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Differences between languages

® |anguages differ in the complexity of “words”, in the
pos.sibilit_ies for “bound morphology (the analytlc—
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Morphology: inflectional

e Nouns: nhumber, class, case
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Morphology: derivational

® darken, watery, sleepiness, funny (?)
@ Stems and roots: darkening
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Morphology: derivational

® darken, watery, sleepiness, funny (?)

e Stems and roots: darkening

~ ® arguu'tosee’ (Oromo)
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Morphology: derivational

® darken, watery, sleepiness, funny (?)

e Stems and roots: darkening
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Morphology: derivational

® darken, watery, sleepiness, funny (?)
e Stems and roots: darkening

® arguu ‘tosee’ (Oromo)
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Morphology: incorporation




An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words




An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words

® smnmnmuuc ‘mute’

3 ! "
H
b o 3 A ad L : R 1
oy = e e 11?'-1-] -‘ p.-‘. ._":.a- Py hlui 1) ol g N = - .
h -

L RIS RS A



An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words

® smnmnmuuc ‘mute’

S : 2 L 1 B . A ye > 0 g W i o > R T ey | B, e A B L e P b B T - : e _ o e TR gl
" W et o o LT qrl [ i y Rl o) " ¥ f s s Bl 2 B s il
iy . .t . L ” '_-6 Y N/ L ~ -~ . i Py i i ol = B ™ 2 b o) e £ Lo ol i . Ly = B
[ g - 5 S /ZA4a(0) i1 ‘-H‘;‘-J;-; :l.{. N A [ : o R P b Ll L R ¢ ek R S 3 N ey oy By |
R il = W =l ,‘-_.“*f:.;'-‘ "1, w N [l e R 9 I J. dr . "".."' e o B e TR : ol ,r. g ‘-."' M v " '?' 2

Dl i



An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words

® smnmnmuuc ‘mute’



An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words

® smnmnmuuc ‘mute’



An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words

® smnmnmuuc ‘mute’
::i. _!'J-I::_i.'_-.l'l' -- :f+n ___'. _-f,ps z _‘ , _ --C -;_'“‘ :JI., "'_: ,-,'. & ' -;. ' : “- ';_;;:;1'. -.;' . :‘,:;.‘ ".; !



An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words

® smnmnmuuc ‘mute’
::i. _!'J-I::_i.'_-.l'l' -- :f+n ___'. _-f,ps z _‘ , _ --C -;_'“‘ :JI., "'_: ,-,'. & ' -;. ' : “- ';_;;:;1'. -.;' . :‘,:;.‘ ".; !



An very analytic language:
Nuxalk vs. English words

® smnmnmuuc ‘mute’
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|l exicalization in Nuxalk

® ciignka ‘be busy digging roots’

e numawaluuti ‘be all alone in one’s boat’
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|l exicalization in Nuxalk

® ciignka ‘be busy digging roots’

e numawaluuti ‘be all alone in one’s boat’
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|l exicalization in Nuxalk

® ciignka ‘be busy digging roots’

e numawaluuti ‘be all alone in one’s boat’
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|l exicalization in Nuxalk

® ciignka ‘be busy digging roots’

e numawaluuti ‘be all alone in one’s boat’

break sbd’s glasses”
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|l exicalization in Nuxalk

® ciignka ‘be busy digging roots’
e numawaluuti ‘be all alone in one’s boat’
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|l exicalization in Nuxalk

® ciignka ‘be busy digging roots’
e numawaluuti ‘be all alone in one’s boat’

o nuc:anqu ‘break sbd S glasses
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|l exicalization in Nuxalk

® ciignka ‘be busy digging roots’
e numawaluuti ‘be all alone in one’s boat’

* nucigwagws ‘break sbd’s glasses’
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Abstract morphemes in Nuxalk

® sti- ‘asymmetric’
= stisputankiig” ‘have a lump on one side of the head’
- stikAaaAqii ‘have one leg shorter than the other’

L -ak—- —aak— ‘hand werk’
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Terms for kinds of units

e Wordform
= weakening, bammittikkababbarullifi, plxlyslayxc

* Morpheme

i : 4 '
- i L] - A o A 4 - - k. - N
Ll DA - 1 ' h o TR T R g 'y LR P ) - R T, L S B, . A At i S i, L DR,
AN o Lol F i T PT N " NG, o TS % R g o e

7 = . 1O/71I -0 N -1V N A_MMI-T1 ‘Nr4=-( 1( 1o( ) | y (= A 1=1l-1N ! : u e e - e
- = WwedkKk-en-ing, be-mmi-ti-kor+u 10 IlaLzav«cvsoeo0o0-uy-ii-tn ...




Terms for kinds of units

e Wordform
= weakening, bammittikkababbarullifi, plxlyslayxc

* Morpheme

i : 4 '
- i L] - A o A 4 - - k. - N
Ll DA - 1 ' h o TR T R g 'y LR P ) - R T, L S B, . A At i S i, L DR,
AN o Lol F i T PT N " NG, o TS % R g o e

7 = . 1O/71I -0 N -1V N A_MMI-T1 ‘Nr4=-( 1( 1o( ) | y (= A 1=1l-1N ! : u e e - e
- = WwedkKk-en-ing, be-mmi-ti-kor+u 10 IlaLzav«cvsoeo0o0-uy-ii-tn ...




Terms for kinds of units

e Wordform
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Terms for kinds of units

e Wordform
= weakening, bammittikkababbarullifi, plxlyslayxc

e Morpheme
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e Wordform
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