
That Does Compute: Steps to Success in Graduate School 
 
Making the transition from HBCU to graduate school at a PWI (predominantly white 
institution) can be challenging, but research shows that students can achieve success with 
support and inspiration from campus organizations, fellow students, and mentors.  In this 
presentation, Jeff Harlig will cover the ways students can get the most out of their 
graduate school career, using the example of IU Bloomington’s network of cultural 
centers, student professional organizations, and support groups. 
 
Jeff Harlig is an associate faculty member and the diversity coordinator in the Indiana 
University School of Social Work.  He is interested in the uses of personality theory and 
student development theory in diversity education.  In addition to his work at IU, Jeff 
offers diversity training for public schools, universities, hospitals and businesses.  At the 
local level, he serves as chair of the city of Bloomington’s Human Rights Commission, 
and at the national level works to promote minority language rights through the American 
Association for Applied Linguistics.  He has a Ph.D. in linguistics from the University of 
Chicago. 
 


